Three brothers run to the gate of the CMR centre in Pelsrus dragging along
enormous bags of plastic bottles and tins. They want to be first in the queue for
the JBay Recycling Project.
By the time the volunteers have set up, there is a long line of kids between the
ages of 3 to 15 snaking down the road.
The atmosphere is festive as the young recyclers step up to ‘sign in’ and get their
transaction cards. Then it’s off to weigh what they have collected at a giant
scale. Kids are awarded tokens for what they have brought and can check out
what’s on offer in the Swop Shop this Monday.
One token can get you some marbles, a pencil or 10 teabags while a few more
could ‘buy’ a facecloth, soap, 2 minute noodles or a school book. There are jeans,
socks, some hair bows and coloured pencils or you can save for a bicycle!
Volunteers help the kids every step of the way, so they can compare, choose wisely
and be supported as they ‘shop’ and ‘save’. Local restaurants take turns to donate
delicious meals after the kids have shopped.
And word is spreading…. there are more kids each week, with more recycling
cleared up from the neighbourhood, there are more volunteers signing up to help
and donations are pouring in from generous sponsors committed to helping their
own community.

What a winning team to make a difference!

Step by Step
Step 1: Kids collect recyclable material like plastic bottles, tins, glass
cardboard

Step 2: On a Monday afternoon, they bring it to the CMR community centre
in Pellsrus

Step 3: Volunteers sign the kids in and give them their registration cards

Step 4: The kids take the recyclable materials to be weighed

Step 5: Weights are recorded, points awarded and tokens issued

Step 6: To the shop!

OUR STORY: Since we started
On any recycling Monday some 320 kids
trade about 2.8 tons of material.

Most popular items in the shop:
 Toilet paper

 Balloons

 Toothpaste

 Pens

 Soap

 Marbles

 Toothbrushes

 Rulers

 Pasta

 Pencils

 Milk

 Tea

 Rice

 Shoes



Books

 Clothes

HOW:Turn Trash into Treasure
Set up a system for kids to count, shop, save and set goals for
themselves by inviting them to:
 Collect recyclable material like plastic bottles, tins, glass and cardboard.
 Deliver it on a Monday afternoon to the CMR Community Centre next to
Madiba bay Creche .
Volunteers sign the kids in, weigh the recyclable materials and award points which the kids
can then exchange for items in the Recycling Swop Shop.
The Swop Shop is stocked by donations from businesses, friends of the project, the
community and proceeds from the recyclable material collected by the kids Recyclable
material is collected and paid for by

WHY:

Environman, a local Recycling Company.

Awareness, Education, Connection, Responsibility

 Take care of our community and our environment
 Reach across boundaries with compassion and goodwill
 Create a safe way for kids to change their circumstances
 Get everyone involved
 Empower kids to generate better choices
 Take care of the planet
 Encourage kids to become entrepreneurs through a value for value approach

WHO: Join Us!!
 Volunteer on a Monday to set up shop, help the kids to weigh their recyclables,
and do their shopping


Give your time and expertise behind the scenes for collections, photographs,
website , Facebook and media communication; obtaining sponsorships for stock

 Donate clothes, toys, stationery, food, school equipment, toiletries or money to
buy stock
 Tell friends, family and community
 Donate the recyclable material from your household to support the swop shop

For further information and directions, please look at our website
http://jbayrecyclingproject.org/ and find us on Facebook.

Contact Tanja on 084 684 6771 or wvjbay@mweb.co.za
Banking details: Absa, Account name Jbay Recycling Project,
Account number 92 5369 5053

